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An approach to develop public universities in Thailand

to accommodate students from ASEAN countries

Abstract

The study aims at identifying factors by which the international Bachelor’s degree programs of public
universities can attract ASEAN students and respond to the demand of Thai students. The analysis consists of
estimating the demand for the international programs and the regular ones accepting ASEAN students with
proficiency in Thai language. An in-depth analysis on individual students elicits their relevant opinions and
expectation. The data were gathered from both programs of public universities under the Office of the Higher
Education Commission. The result highlights the existing performances to be maintained and promoted for achieving
the objectives mentioned. Programs with state-of-art curriculum should be offered and equip the students with
skills correspondent to the need in the labor market. The language of instruction, tuition fees, program’s location,
the admission criteria and university’s goveming status significantly affect their target attainment. Bangkok is a
prime choice of ASEAN students due to the adequate facilities for their convenient living. The programs are up to
ASEAN students” expectation of future works in Thailand. By contrast, some program features should be improved
and reviewed. Exchange programs to study some subjects overseas and extra-curriculum activities should be
well organized in line with students’ choices. Low teaching standards must be revised. Necessary supports for
learning activities are made available, which will in tfurn contribute fo students’ better classroom performance.
More appropriate practical experience acquired by students should be compatible with their preferences and

interests.

Key words : Development of Thai public universities, AEC
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