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Abstract

The study aims at estimating the values of the international trade of health services and education
services of Thailand. Secondary data were gathered from the Department of Business Development while
primary data were collected from some private hospitals and private educational institutes offering courses
conducting in foreign language. The study finding indicates that the export value of health services is 22.569
billion baht in 2011. The import value of health services is just 1.464 billion baht. This results in a trade surplus
of 21.105 billion baht. The effect of the liberalization of the health services in Thailand will cause the export and
import of health services in the future to soar to 23.096 and 1.477 billion baht, respectively. The trade gap
widens to be 21.619 billion baht (a rise of 514 million baht or 2.4%).

The export of education services is valued at 23.637 billion baht. The import of education services is
worth of 42.536 billion baht. A trade deficit of 18.899 billion baht is made. The impact of the liberalization of the
education services will lead the export and import of education services in the future to go up to 23.909 and
42.661 billion baht, respectively. The trade deficit is reduced by 18.753 billion baht (a decline of 146 million baht
or 0.8%).

More export of health services can be achieved by the government’s support on improving the
international competitiveness of private hospitals through expanding cross-border supply of health services,
which is made possible by upgrading their information technology and communication skills. Additional value of
education services can be acquired by the government’s assistance on encouraging foreign students attending
private schools and universities in Thailand. When Thailand liberalizes her health and education sectors in the
near future, the government should devise strategies to get private hospitals and educational institutes access to
their targeted patients and students in foreign countries. Private hospitals and educational institutes need the
development of their website with a global standard. Thai public officials working overseas play role as trade

representatives for private hospitals and educational institutes.
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